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By R[CHARD‘DAVY. who rehently returned from Prague

Over the past flew days the
Russians have been gtne“ing their
press attagks on Czechoslovakia
ostensibly on the grounds that the
(n.chmlm!al\ Compunist - Party
is not keeping "its  obligations
under the Bratisl: wi agreement to

strdggle  dgainst’ P anti-socialist
forces ™. Howeyer, §t was part of-
the Bratislava agreement  that

polemics should ceuse.
« The Russian attagks have been
rather milder than 4t the time of
the Waursaw meeting when
Jparty leaders of the|Soviet Union,
east Germany, Polpnd. Bulgaria
and Hungary wroteja letter to the
Czechoslovak Partydescribing the
situation as utterly} unacceptuable.
It huas been clear enough even
since the Bratislaya agreement
that the Warsaw five have re-
mained unreconciled to develop-
ments in Czechoslavakia. but the

optimum moment, for direct
armed intervention; appeared to
have passed when all foreign
-troops, were withdrawn from
Czechgslovakia just. after the
Bratislava | meeting{ The "trodps
had remained in| the country

without permission since the joint
Manoeuvres ﬁnnhed at the end of
June.:,

Armed interven{ion
tainly discussed a
meeting in July.-} It was then
believed that Herri Ulbricht. the
east German leader, as well as
some members af “the Soviet
leadership  wanted! direct inter-
vention, but that |Hungary and
Poland and some Soviet leaders
were against it.

Nevertheless lafge concentra-
tions of troops femained alert
around Czechosloviakia's -borders:
Later during the meetings between
the -Czechoslovak Praesidium
and the| Soviet | politburo at
“Ciernd Nad Tisgu the Russians
*he dehberately threatening
mgnoeuvres in the [Ukraine.

hey, were believed- 1o have
beén- delened from armed inter-
.vention by several|considerations,
“anjong them the fear of splitting
the world «commuhist movement,
the powm'fu] oppdsition of Presi-
dent Titol and the| leaders of the
French' .and Italfan communist
parnef, and the realization that a
Russian- ‘puppet (Government in
Czechoslovakia wauld find it very
dlfﬁculli o get any support.

* Thereforé they| opted for the
comprq mse agregment of Braus-

wus  cer-
the Warsaw

| ; | ’
ava  which «femed 1o grant
(Czechoslovakia freedom to pursue

restrictions on press freedom and
on foreign policy. The Russians
keem 10 have been disappointed
by the results although Czechoslo-
vukin does not appear to have
breached the agreement 'in any
noticepble way,

- Onel of the most

surprising

by th¢ Russiany to provide any
for intervention. Even at
'rhc time when intervention was
|ihnug most  likely it was

lassumed that some kind of provo-

lcative| incident would be arranged
.sut.h s an a‘tack on the Russian
4 in Czechdslovakia or some’
for help ‘frof ostensibly
communists threatened by
*antidsocialist forces ™
ow seems well aub‘fmhed
i sldn(.c that the c.iche of

eel:ng was in rd(.l pl.mted
east Germans or the

This was strongly sus-
at the time. ahd certainly
ist German and Soviet press
madef a good deal-of capital out of
tthe supposed threat from German

\rcw chists and | American
fimpetialists  which -LheSe arms
; were jsaid lo represent.

Amnother pretext might have

‘been one of the Jetters from Czech
‘workers which reached the Soviet
Embassy in Prague and appeared
supporting the Russian
It may| certainly be sig-
nificgnt that the latest Russian

‘| press| attack . on Caechoslovakia

tgok fup very strongly the alleged
i jome factory wor-
letter supporting
Russians. E Nevertheless it
ins true that the Russians
would have conjiderable difficulty
in finding any| person of any
standing in (zechoslovakia to
fornm} a new Government.
|1t Would also be extremely diffi-
cult fo rally any popular support
far shich a government. One of the
first { things that the Russians
achi¢ved by their attacks on Mr.
Dub*ek and his colleagues was a
unpigcedented amount of national
unity and support for the present
leadérship. It seems unlikely that
the - |Czechoslo

offerf

of Prague

e

vak people would:
physical }esismnce to take- -
nﬁqu by the ﬁussians or their
puppets | ! I

her internal affairs subject to some |
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Steps into
the news

From CAL McCRYSTAL

Port-au-Prince, Aug. 20

For a man who has successfully
fended off eight armed invasidns
I1-year reign. fending off
press conferences i no problem
to Francois Duvalier. the enig-
matic President of Haiti.  Last
night: however. he subjected him-
self to the ordeal for the first time

| 4 i because he knew the world was
aspecty of tonight’s news is the |
! r'ippdr nt absence of any attempt -
the :
| prete

| Bistening.

Clearly. he wanted the world to
know that ** Papa Doc "--as he*is
referred to by friends and énemies
alike—has mellowed : that death
sentences can be commuted, and
that Haiti. poor. illiterate, tragic
country that it is. needs help.

He talked at some length. too.
about “Papa Doc”. with an
eagerness  spectacularly incon-
sistent with the reputation of cold.
impenetrable reserve that bhas
cloaked thé presidency since 1957,

When he had answered the
questions put to him. he presented
to every journalist three books
he had written—one entitled
Souvenirs d'Autrefois, one a
to’ Dr. Martin Luther
King, and a third (which he
obhgmals autpgraphed for every-
one, ‘Breviaire d'ure Révolution,
a little red book containing the
thoughts of * Papa Doc”

President  Duvalier
visiting journalists because
Haitian Vpie
if ever there was one, was grinding

received
the

to a dull and unexciting end. One-

of the President’s closest advisers,’
M. Gerard de Catalogne, a
large. perspiring Frenchman who
publishes the unreservedly pro-
Duvalier newspaper, Le Nouveau
Monde, picked up the telephone,
got thrﬂugh to the| President after

echnical dnﬁcully and
suggested that two newsworthy
events in the near future| outside
Haiti made it 1mpcrauve that h

see the foreign press while Haiti.

was still “/hot ™

One was the likelihood lthat the
health .of - General
would deteriorate dramatléally and
the other the Democratic conven-
tion in Chicago next week.

With |surprising alacrl\) Pre51-
dent-Duvalier agreed to see us last
night. |Earlier in the day. {the
prosecution in the “ spy " itrial had
finished| its evidence, except for a
numbeof documents put into the
record today. The! case, which
arose from'an attempt by Haltlan
exiles tolinvade Port-a

correspondcnts cove.qmg it.
A South African e oyed
the Bahamas Govel mept asl

=l

spy case ", a showpiece -]
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